Promise of New Life Fr. Jerry M. Perocho, SVD

Jesus' resurrection is considered the cornerstone of Christian belief expressed in the profession of
faith or Creed. This Spiritual event offers the promise of new life by the Paschal Sacrifice of Christ
defeating death and sin. It assures believers of forgiveness, present spiritual renewal through the
Holy Spirit, and the future hope of bodily resurrection and eternal life with God. This event proves
Jesus is the Son of God and validates his promises.

The promise of new life in the Biblical context focuses on transformation through Jesus, offering
a fresh start, spiritual renewal, and eternal life. Biblical texts include 2 Corinthians 5:17 ("the new
creation has come"), Ezekiel 36:26 (a new heart and a new spirit), and Romans 6:4 (walking
in newness of life). These verses emphasize leaving the past behind to embrace a life renewed by God's grace. Other
biblical verses that serves as foundation on the ‘promise of new life’ includes: Isaiah 43:18-19, John 3:16, Galatians 2:20,
Revelation 21:5.

For us Catholics, Easter celebrates the resurrection of Jesus Christ, marking a profound victory over sin and death that
offers humanity the promise of new life, eternal hope, and spiritual renewal. It signifies a transformation from darkness to
light, inviting believers to embrace a "living hope" and a fresh start.

The ‘promise of new life’ brings about: Victory Over Death — Christ’s resurrection guarantees that death is not the end and
offering the gift of eternal life; New Beginnings - symbolizes a spiritual rebirth, encouraging individuals to leave behind
past failures and embrace forgiveness; Transformed Life - the power that raised Jesus is considered to be active today,
providing strength to overcome trials and live with purpose; Hope for the Future — the empty tomb serves as a sign that
brokenness, grief, and suffering can be transformed into joy and new beginnings.

The ‘Promise of New Life’ inspires us to embrace the message of Easter that is not merely a historical event but a present
reality, inviting people to live with a "living hope" through faith, often described as being ‘reborn’ into a new, purposeful
existence. It is a time for renewal, allowing the message of resurrection to bring light to areas of despair. This promise of
new beginnings do not just start at the beginning of an Easter or New Year. They can occur as a move to a new place, a
new job, a change in one’s perspective and view or outlook in life, the loss of a loved one. In Scripture, there are stories
that abound with God’s offer to people a new beginning, another chance at doing something great. God frees the
oppressed, Jesus heals and restores and the Holy Spirit imbues new life.

The promise of new life, rooted in Christian theology, directs us on to the core aspects spiritual rebirth
and transformation through Jesus Christ, offering a "new creation" that overcomes sin and death.
This promise provides a daily opportunity to start over, characterized by hope, purpose, and the
empowering, rejuvenating presence of the Holy Spirit in a believer's life. This Core Aspects of
the Promise of New Life brings us faithful to a fundamental change, where we, believers
are considered "new creations" with a fresh start, as described in 2 Corinthians 5:17;
the same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead operates in us believers, giving
life to our mortal bodies; a Daily Transformation, which it is not a one-time event
but a daily renewal of the mind and spirit, replacing old, destructive habits with
righteousness, holiness, and joy; Abundant Life - Jesus promised a "rich and
satisfying life" (John 10:10), which includes spiritual abundance, peace, and
purpose; Freedom from the Past - This new life brings freedom from the guilt

of sin and the burden of past actions, as indicated in Romans 6:4.

These Spiritual Transformation brought about by the ‘Promise of New
Life’ celebrated in the Paschal Triduum inspire us to embrace a life of
meaningful journey as a Synodal Church.
Happy Easter!




THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF JESUS RECOLLECTION

. "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." (Luke 23:34)

. "Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in paradise." (Luke 23:43)
. "Woman, behold your son... Behold your mother." (John 19:26-27)

. "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" (Matthew 27:46)

. "l thirst." (John 19:28)

. "It is finished." (John 19:30)

. "Father, into your hands | commend my spirit." (Luke 23:46)
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Every year on Good Friday, the Sowers Charismatic Community holds the "Seven Last
Words of Jesus" recollection in the lower hall of St. Joseph’s Church. This activity
guides us to meditate on the depth of Jesus’ sacrifice and His suffering unto death by
crucifixion.

In the final hours of His earthly life, as Jesus hung on the Cross, He spoke seven
last words. Each is an expression of his deep love for us, teaching us more about
His divine character. Although His crucifixion was traumatic and overwhelming, Jesus
accepted it willingly. After three hours on the cross, He gave up His life, fulfilling
His own words: “The Son of Man came to give his life as a ransom for many.” The
crucifixion was God's plan and Jesus selflessly surrendered Himself to God’s will; He
became obedient even to the point of death on the cross. He is the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world.It was the supreme sacrifice that secured our salvation,
and His final words give us utmost confidence in Him as our Savior.

Joining us for this recollection were Rev. Fr. Paul Chen, SVD; Rev. Fr. Jay Flandez,
SVD; Rev. Fr. Andrei Paz, SSC; Rev. Fr. Jun Jacobe, OMI; and Sr. Vera Yuan, SSpS.
Through this gathering and the good news we heard and shared, may we always
remember the immensity of God’s mercy for us, His beloved children.

Let us live out Jesus’ final message of forgiveness, salvation, filial love, and total
surrender to the Father. May we find the strength to forgive others, trust God during
times of suffering, and offer ourselves in service for His glory. May everyone be filled
with the spirit of the Risen Lord. HAPPY EASTER!

Article written by: Mary Ann Marasigan (SOWERS)




Palm Sunday 2026 at Saint Joseph’s Church

Photo credit: Azenith Dafun (Sowers Charismatic Community)

Firedrill at SaintJoseph’s Church

On March 29, 2026, St. Joseph’s Church held a professional fire drill led by local firefighters in response to the
recent Taipo Fire. Parish council members, staff, volunteers, and congregants attended. The session covered
emergency exit routes and orderly evacuation procedures and included hands-on training with fire extinguishers
using the PASS method (Pull, Aim, Squeeze, Sweep). Participants practiced under firefighter supervision and
received corrective guidance. The drill increased awareness and preparedness across the community. St.
Joseph’s will continue regular fire safety training and inspections. Sincere thanks to the firefighters for their expert
instruction.

Prepared by: Arlene Loable Phoda




Promise of New Life

We grew up and believed we are invincible that our future felt secured. When we are
qualified and our turning points came, we grabbed it. When opportunities came, we
never waste our time; we are not vulnerable and not easily to intimidate. We forget our
old life to guarantee our future and to have a safety nets. It is ok for us to be shifted for
good. When we are committed, we are always inspired and gain back our momentum
and prove ourselves that we can do with self-discipline and focus, and believe that
our biggest fall will turn to grace. We are still surviving and raising our own family
near and far. Always choose resilience and with God’s graces and greatness — claim
it. Because God’s always been there and with promise of new life. As we continue to
be His servants in our home away from, St. Joseph’s Church, it became more than a
destination—it became home. May we look back with gratitude for the struggles that
made us stronger, the opportunities that opened doors, the community that welcomed
us, and every success that shaped who we are today. This journey has taught us that
success is not just about where you belong, but about who you become along the way.
Thank you and God bless everyone.

Article written by: Irmalyn Alvarez Ecol (Filipino Catholic Group)

FCG Elected Officers- Oath of Service and Commitment with FCG — Service at
Rev. Jerry Perocho, SVD and Rev. Ronillo B. Ordenes, SVD Philippine Consulate, OWWA

One Day Tour to China with Rev. Jerry Perocho 3rd Day of CNY at SJC with Rev. Joseph Tan, SVD,
(1st Day of Chinese New Year) thank you for the Love.
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The Woman, | Call Mother Mama Mary

A mother is she who can

take the place of all "Mama Mary" is a term of endearment and a devotional title widely
el e used by Catholics, especially within the Filipino culture, to refer to

L Mary, the mother of Jesus. This warm and intimate title highlights
~§ her maternal role in the lives of believers, positioning her as a

f9) 'Nd spiritual mother whom followers can turn to for protection and
%é / il solace. As a comforting and approachable title for the Blessed
§ ‘f 6/{”4 V @ Virgin, "Mama Mary" enables the faithful to nurture an intimate
@W = /| P4 mother-child bond with her, a connection separate from the

reverent worship that is solely devoted to God.

Devotees experience profound joy when reflecting on the
interactions between Jesus and women recorded in the Gospels.
Yet for some, this joy is slightly tempered by the fact that Jesus
sometimes addressed a female figure simply as "woman". In English-speaking cultures, this
form of address is considered impolite; it comes across as abrupt, cold, and disrespectful.
However, based on all that we know about Jesus’ character and teachings, we can be certain
that He was not being discourteous—especially since this address often preceded His words
of profound grace and truth.

In Scriptures, Jesus addressed Mary as "woman" in two pivotal passages: John 2:4 and John
19:26. Scholarly studies of the original Aramaic and Greek texts reveal that this was a polite,
respectful form of address in the cultural and linguistic context of the time. Rather than referring
to her merely as a biological mother, this title points to her profound role as the "New Eve". Just
as Eve, the first woman, disobeyed God and introduced sin into the world, Mary is venerated
as the New Eve—her unwavering obedience and faithful trust paved the way for the Savior’s
arrival into the world, redeeming the harm caused by humanity’s fall from grace. Thus, referring
to Mary as "woman" is a way to exalt her role beyond that of Jesus’ earthly mother, elevating
her to the spiritual mother of all who are redeemed.

Happy Mother’s Day to all mothers, and may God bless each and every one of us always.
Prepared by:Myrna G. Vallanta (Filipino Prayer Group)

Prayer

Heavenly Father, God of new beginnings,

Today | come before You, grateful for the promise of new life that You alone give. You turn
darkness to light, mourning to joy, and weakness to strength. You make all things hew—even
when my heart is weary, even when the way is unclear.

Lord, | thank You for the life You breathed into me at creation, for the new life won for me by Your
Son, Jesus Christ, who died and rose again, conquering sin and death forever. In Him, | have
hope that does not fade, a future secured by Your unfailing love.

Help me to walk in this new life daily: to let go of old fears, old mistakes, and old burdens, to
embrace Your grace, Your purpose, and Your peace.

Fill me with Your Spirit, that | may live boldly, love freely, and grow more like You each day. May
| always trust Your promise: that You are making everything beautiful in its time, that nothing is
beyond Your restoring power, and that in You, there is always a fresh start, a new beginning, an
eternal home.

In Jesus’ name, | pray.

Amen!

Prayer entry by: Arlene Loable Phoda (Filipino Prayer Group)



HOLY WEEK
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Easter Vigil — April 4, 2026
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Chrism and washing of feet -
April 2, Holy Thursday




Easter Sunday with his Eminence Cardinal Stephen Chow, SJ;
Rev. Fr. Joseph Tan, SVD; and the confirmants

Extra Mass during Easter Sunday
at the car park (April 5, 2026)

One Day Tour to China with SJC — Parish Council (April 7, 2026)




Promise of New Life

And this is the
Promise that

H E Promised
Us

We are not the saviors of the world, but we are meant to live and grow
in His service. Understanding God's promises—our own scriptural
"prophecy"—is the key to fully embody our God-given potential.

o Eternal Life "And my God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in
; remz# - glory in Christ Jesus." — Philippians 4:19

"By which He has granted to us His precious and very great promises,
so that through them we may become partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of
sinful desire." — 2 Peter 1:4

Our new life resembles the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. We put to death our old selves,
habitual sins, and past histories. We awaken to a new and glorious hope that Jesus Christ
purchased for us. Through God's abundant mercy, we've been gifted a new life and hope for a
glorious future. We cannot take our salvation for granted. God is merciful and kind, but we must
not take His gifts lightly. Whether it is the gift of new life He gave us when we put our trust in Him,
or the daily gift of grace He showers upon us, God's gifts to us are precious.

Let us live with the constant awareness of God's presence in our lives and seek to make the most
of this new life He has freely given us. Then Jesus said, "Come to me, all of you who are weary
and carry heavy burdens, and | will give you rest." — Matthew 11:28

Jesus promised to give rest to all of us who are weary and carry heavy burdens. As surely as God
is alive and well, His words remain faithful and true. No matter what circumstances we are facing
today, hold onto hope by remembering these three life-giving promises: Jesus will give us rest, He
will be with us, and He will come for us someday.

Let us live our lives with purpose—qifts, passion, and values with intention.
Prepared by: Myrna Granil Vallanta (Filipino Prayer Group)

CIRIBUTE TO SR WERONIKA \

~ When a Polish nun came to St. Joseph’s Church %
~ Everyone felt joy in our hearts

~ Reassuring that you'll been there for us

~  Optimistic and confident for your tasks

~ Nurturing and guiding us always

~ Inspired, motivated and passionate R

~ Knowledgeable and keep sharing your talents W
~ Admirable for your patience and concerns

Thank you and we love you! — ¢
Written by: Irmalyn Alvarez Ecol (Filipino Catholic Group)
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‘Our Parish

NEWS ET E

Dear Saint Joseph Family,

We invite you to contribute to our upcoming newsletter! Each month, we
will explore a unique theme that encourages reflection and engagement.
Your voices and experiences are vital to our community, and we would
love to hear your thoughts on any of the following topics:

May: Mary  Woman on the Move
A r’ 633Kw a & 95
June: Empowered to Love
1 vy Wa »
July: Unity in Diversity
V.
August: Cultivating Faith and Vocation
d , 2
September:  Embracing Sustainability:
e xCQ) ~ Ha
October: Missionaries of Hope Among All People
"OHé" 1 mo
November:  Called to Holiness Today
w X V

December:  Emmanuel  God Is With Us

W 9 B WY, N
Submission Guidelines:
Entries should be submitted one month prior to the chosen month’s theme
publication, preferably on the 7th of each month. This allows the Parish
Newsletter team sufficient time to process the articles.

We look forward to your contributions and insights!

Blessings,
Arlene Loable Phoda (Parish Newsletter Editor-in-Chief)

|



our Family

"lease senD by email
vhen the chinese version
of this annoucement 1is
ready, thanks.

BIBLE VERSES

Mary said, “Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be
done to me according to your word.” (Luke 1:38)
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BAER: TH! EEMEL, RBMRAOERLARKE!

(8%1:38)

Loving hﬂemory

2026-03-09
2026-03-10
2026-03-12
2026-03-13
2026-03-20
2026-03-30

Funeral / Memorial Mass:

Joseph Lai
Rosa Ho

Alan Ip

Mary Yeung
Anatasia Chan
Thomas Tong







