Dear brothers and sisters of
our parish family,

As you open this January parish
bulletin, we stand together at
the threshold of 2026. At the
beginning of this new year, let us
quiet our hearts to listen to the
sacred proclamation of Saint John the Apostle:

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God." (John 1:1-2)

This is not merely the opening of Scripture; it is the key
to understanding time, our humanity, and God's plan.
As we turn each page of the calendar, God has already
prepared an abundance of grace for us from that eternal
"beginning." This year is another step on the pilgrimage
lovingly arranged by our Heavenly Father.

The Sacred Rhythm of a Year of Grace

A new year always brings the hope of a "fresh start." We
make plans, set resolutions, and anticipate change. Yet,
do we know this? Before we even began to plan, God had
a plan for us. Before we sought our direction, the Word had
already lit the path.

The year 2026 is not a mere accident of passing time. Itis a
chapter deliberately written into God's history of salvation.
As Saint Paul reminds us: "We know that in everything God
works for good with those who love him, who are called
according to his purpose." (Romans 8:28)

The Word Became Flesh: Daily Encounters in 2026

"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us." (John
1:14) This mystery is not distant. In each day of 2026,
Jesus Christ—the Word of God—seeks to "become flesh"
in our lives:

In the silent prayer of the morning dawn, He will gently call
our name. In our daily work, He will accompany us as we
practice charity. In the joys and trials of family life, He will
sit at our table. In encounters with strangers, He will reveal
Himself to us in the face of the poor, the lonely, the joyful
heart.

The question is: Have we cultivated the "eyes of the heart
and eyes of faith" to see Him?

Mary's Notebook: A Little Story

Let me share with you a story, adapted from real life, about
an elderly parishioner named Mary. At 82 years old, she
lived alone. At the start of last year, while sorting through
old things, she found a blank notebook. She meant to
discard it, but a thought stirred in her heart: "Perhaps keep
it, to record the moments this year where you see God."

For the first few weeks, the pages remained mostly blank.

In the Beginning Was the Word:
A Call to Grace at the Dawn of 2026

Rev. Fr. Joseph Leitao Tan, SVD

Then, on a cold January morning, she was short five dollars
while checking out at a store. A young man behind her quietly
provided the amount she lacked, simply saying, "God bless you."
Returning home, Mary wrote her first entry: "January 17: | saw
Christ's generosity in the eyes of a young man."

From then on, she became more interested in this practice. In
February, while at the hospital, she listened to the life story of an
elderly stranger and noted: "In sharing, it was as if | saw Christ's
wounds shining." In April, while feeding pigeons in the park, she
comforted a crying child until his mother arrived: "Christ's little
hand was holding mine."

In October, Mary had a fall. Feeling deeply lonely during her
hospital stay, a nurse spent three evenings with her, reading
from the Bible. Mary wrote: "When | could not seek Him, the
Word found me in the most unexpected way."

On December 31, 2025, Mary looked through her notebook, now
filled with a year's worth of "encounters with Christ." She felt
a profound truth: The Word is not an abstract concept, but the
concrete action of love. Of course, this requires our effort to
discover and remember. In prayer on that New Year's Eve, Mary
suddenly understood: "'In the beginning was the Word'—so,
at the 'beginning' of each of my days, Christ is already there,
waiting to meet me. My task is simply to open the eyes of my
heart and let the encounter become part of my story."

This New Year's Day, Mary gave her granddaughter a blank
notebook. On the cover was written "2026." Inside, on the first
page, was a single sentence: "In the beginning was the Word—
and at the beginning of your every day, He is already there."

An Invitation for 2026

Dear brothers and sisters, in 2026, let us try this spiritual
exercise.

Firstly, cultivate a sacred awareness: Amid daily routines, pay
attention to the subtle signs of Christ's presence. Secondly,
keep a record of grace's footprints: Simply note moments of
thanksgiving; by year's end you will marvel at God's wonderful
works. Thirdly, become a medium of the Word: Just as we meet
Christ in others, we are called to be the path through which
others meet Christ.

"The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the
world." (John 1:9) This light still shines in 2026, piercing through
the gaps in our plans, the webs of our relationships, our moments
of joy and pain. As we begin this year, let us also imitate the
attitude of Our Lady: "But Mary kept all these things, pondering
them in her heart." (Luke 2:19)

May 2026 be, for each of us, a year where the Word more
fully "becomes flesh," a year overflowing with grace, a year of
discovering the Lord's encounter within the ordinary.

"The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all." (2 Corinthians 13:13)



SaintJoseph’s Church Liturgical Group Meeting

On December 7, 2025, our Liturgical Group met under the guidance of Father Paul Chen at Saint Joseph’s
Church. With key members present, including our religious sisters: Sr. Weronika, Sr. Vera; coordinators: Ma
Fe, Joel, Lanie, Alvin, Sheila, Daisy; function leaders: William, Jhonatan, Beth, Linda, myself; and special
ushers: Johnny and Jinky, we focused on planning for the festive season ahead.

Our main agenda centered around preparations for the upcoming Christmas, Simbang Gabi, and New Year
masses, including detailed discussions on scheduling, setup responsibilities, and community engagement.
We emphasized the importance of teamwork and clear communication to ensure a smooth and meaningful
worship experience for all.

As we transition into January 2026, let us recognize that our gatherings and preparations are rooted in the
Word of God. Just as the Word brings forth creation, our commitment to each other and our community
fosters a vibrant expression of faith. As we approach this holy time, let us remember the spirit of togetherness
and gratitude that unites us. “For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am | among them." -
Matthew 18:20 (NAB)

Let us continue to lift one another up as we prepare our hearts for the profound significance of this season.

Article by: Arlene Loable Phoda (Saint Joseph’s Church-Communication Group)
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Fr. Joseph’s quality time to Philippines
Meet and greet with our SJC Community Retirees
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Overflowing Abundance

God created everything, including us, and it is overflowing abundance according to John 1:16 — “From
his fullness, we have all received grace upon grace.” Not all of us are lucky. Not all of us are happy. It
is normal that we encounter struggles, pain, and sadness. Just like the wheel, it will pass because God
will offer us not only physical but also moral and spiritual healing. Some may narrate how things have
gone perfectly well in place. At first, thank God for everything He did for us—good or bad; still, count it
as a blessing. Accepting everything with a kind gesture is seldom done, but worth it. Appreciate and give
thanks for everyone around us, for continuously correcting our mistakes when it comes to hard and bad
decisions. For letting us see the good in all of the crucial situations, thanks be to God for highlighting us
whenever things are more irascible. Still enamored by God for doing everything with love and respect for
others, we may never notice the overflowing abundance now, but in the right time, we will realize that it is
God alone who has been there for all of us.

Just like our situation, we are migrant workers here in Hong Kong. We left our families to serve others. We
sacrifice for a better future, even risking our own lives, but it will not be permanent. When the right time
comes, we will eventually go back home. May God continue to guide and protect us as we entrust our life
journey to Him. And may we continue to be His servants amidst hindrances. Thank you, and God bless
everyone.

Article written by: Irmalyn Alvarez Ecol (Filipino Catholic Group)

FCG- Farewell party to Celia Enojo
with Fr. Joseph Tan and Sr. Vera Wen Yuan

Haran sa Pasko a Charity Concert by
TIEZA Chorale at Saint Joseph’s Church




Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Photos taken by: Helen Historillo (Apostleship of Prayer)

Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
with Rev. Father Paul Chen, SVD

At 2:00 P.M., with
Rev. Louland Escabusa, CICM
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December is one of the most celebrated month each year. Christmas parties left and right are being held
and scheduled all month, Christmas carols are being heard, Christmas trees, lanterns, lights and all sorts
of Christmas decorations adorn cities anywhere we go.

In every church the faithful are anticipating the birth and coming of Our Savior Jesus Christ, full of hope
and joy. Everyone is looking forward for the New Year to come, 2026, of what luck and great fortune it can
bring. Though some tough times arises, Christmas time reminds us that there’s hope, love and joy to look
forward to. For the coming of the Prince of Peace, it’s always a time to celebrate!

Before the year end three communities that meet on Saturday had gathered in thanksgiving for the natal
day and the 23rd sacerdotal anniversary of our Spiritual Director Rev. Fr. Jerry Perocho, SVD alongside
with the December celebrants/members.

We are always grateful to God for the support of our beloved parish Priest Rev. Fr. Joseph Tan, SVD, who
gave a message of PEACE this Christmas Season. Acknowledging as well the presence of Sr. Weronika
and Sr. Vera whose support will always be appreciated by us.

To the Triune God, we give glory and honor for all the blessings poured upon us over the year and may the
year 2026 will bring us a brighter and more abundant year. For 2026, it’s time for celebration!
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Article: Brenda Galfo (St. Joseph the Worker's Community)
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LET’S HAVE A CELEBRATION!
AN EXUBERANT CELEBRATION OF LIFE,
AND COMING OF OUR NEW BORN KING!

ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER'S
COMMUNITY
WISH YOU ALL
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TO: REV. FR. JERRY
AND
DECEMBER CELEBRANTS

Our December Celebrants with Rev. Fr. Jerry Perocho, SVD,
ev. Fr. Joseph Tan, SVD, Sr. Weronika and Sr. Vera
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25th Anniversary of Religious Vows

WoNgrarilal FIOTTRS

on yaur 250
universary!

with concinued
trengeh and peace.
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Marriage/Convalidation

6/12/2025 —Lars Johan M. Nilsson & Chan Grace Wing Shum
20/12/2025 —Ng Chun Ning & Kwok Wan Ting
20/12/2025 —Lai Ho Wai & Chen Yunxia
27/12/2025 —Lai Chi Man Edmund & LLam King Yan Charlene
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Parishioners are welcome to submit articles for the church newsletter.

Please take note of the following guidelines:

1) Theme for Feb: Lent - A Way of Com-Passion

2) Word limit: Not more than 650 words

3) Form: Word file

4) Photo: 1-3 pictures only, with a maximum size of 3.5MB

5) Deadline: Jan, 11, 2026

6) Email: Please submit the article to stjosephs.hk@gmail.com

with the subject line ‘Article for February 2026.’

7) All rights are reserved by the church, including the selection of articles, photos,
and any necessary adjustments.
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our Family

REV. FR. EFREN OJEDA, OFM

28 JUNE 1959 - 22 NOVEMBER 2026

WELL DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT
COME AND SHARE ¥OUR MASTER'S JOY.

www.facebook.com/cimhongkong . 0 Zoom

Funeral /| Memorial Mass:
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