/. ExvpLicHTENING TeEaAcHING FrRoM OuRr ParRIsSH PRIEST

OONON

F r. Paul Chen

As we begin a new liturgical year and enter the sacred season of Advent,
our hearts are drawn once more toward that beautiful promise: Christ, our
hope, comes.
This sacred time marks not only the beginning of a new liturgical year, but
also provides a moment to pause and give thanks for the year that has passed.
It is a year of blessings for our parish. We offer heartfelt thanksgiving to God for
the many graces we have received as a parish family. We give thanks for: the celebration of
the sacraments—baptisms, first communions, confirmations, weddings, and the Masses that
nourish our souls, the service and generosity of so many parishioners who shared their time,
gifts, and prayers, and the sense of community and unity that continues to strengthen our
parish. To all who have contributed in visible and hidden ways—thank you. Your faith, love,
and dedication have been a true witness of the presence of Christ among us.
Advent is not merely a countdown to Christmas, it is a season of preparation, of quiet waiting
and joyful expectation for the One who is already among us and yet always coming anew.
In a world that often feels shrouded in darkness—troubled by conflict, anxiety, and uncertainty,
the proclamation of Advent is a radical act of faith. It also is a declaration that our hope is not
a vague wish, but a person. Our hope is not a distant dream but a living presence. Our Lord
comes to meet us personally—in prayer, in the sacraments, in one another, and especially in
the poor, the lonely, and the forgotten. He comes not only to dwell in Bethlehem but in every
heart that makes room for Him.
The world prepares for Christmas with bustling sales and festive lights, and while there is joy
in these traditions, we are yet called to a different, deeper kind of preparation. Advent invites
us to quiet our hearts and make a spiritual journey to the manger, to cultivate a holy stillness,
and to clear away the inner clutter so that we may truly welcome the Prince of Peace. Inwardly,
we are called to repentance, to prayer, and to silence—to open our hearts to God’ s mercy

and peace. Outwardly, we are called to acts of love and joy—to let our hope shine in
kindness, generosity, and forgiveness.

May this new liturgical year be a time of renewal for our parish. May it
deepen our faith, strengthen our unity and inspire us to become ever more
visible witnesses of God’s hope and presence in the world. Let us
pray for one another that, when : Christmas dawns, our hearts
may be ready to receive the Lord with joy.

I would like to take this Merrv opportunity, together with Fr.
Joseph and Fr. Jerry, to wish ) I A you all a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year. May C_hi"!Sl_H_idS God bless you abundantly with
peace, joy, love and happiness & S MW e during this Christmas Season
as well as during the New Year. Merry Christmas!
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H — Hail Mary full of grace, the Lord is with thee.
A — Admirable you are, pleasing and lovely.

| — Inspire us always as we pray the Holy Rosary.
L — Loyal and devoted to our God almighty.

M — Magnificent mother, a faithful servant and holy.
A — Amazing mother who assent to the will of God with glory.
R — Radiance smile on your face that is fascinating and calmly.

Y - Yearning that we may follow your passion faithfully.
Written by: Irmalyn Alvarez Ecol (Filipino Catholic Group)

( Parade at Our Lady of Fatima, Cheung Chau Island )
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( ROSARY GATHERING 2025 )

Legion of Mary Choir




November 20235 Birthday Bash

b o
© ""Every event or celebration it is an opportunity for us to be grateful and offer thanksgj ing.‘"vl-:
Rev. Fr. Paul Chen ’

St. Joseph’s Church Assistant Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Paul Chen once again celebrated his
birthday with the Saturday Communities: LOM-Door of Heaven Presidium, Divine Mercy Choir,
and St. Joseph the Worker's Community, which hosted the event. They enjoyed a simple
luncheon gathering featuring a sumptuous variety of food, messages from three community
coordinators and representatives, joyful group presentations, and creative gifts for Fr. Paul and
the other celebrants.

Fr. Paul, we wish you good health and abundant blessings always. We thank God for giving
us in you a steadfast guide in our service. Thank you for teaching us to appreciate life and
remain grateful. Happy, Happy Birthday, Fr. Paul! Happy Birthday to all November celebrants!

Article by: Brenda G. Galfo (St. Joseph The Worker’s Community)

Acknowledging the presence of Sr. Vera,
Sr. Weronika, and Sister Anastella a
missionary aspirant from Tanzania, Bro.
Alvin FPG Coordinator. Thank you for your
support always.

With members of Saturday’s
3 Communities: LOM-Door of Heaven

/ @‘ Px, Divine Mercy Choir and

St. Joseph the Worker’'s Community.
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Christ - Our Hope - Comes!

Hope is an odd concept in our culture today. In a season when modern
culture celebrates a man in a red suit with a white beard, we as Christians
must remember that our hope rests not in presents, physical health, political
peace, or social justice, but in God's hands. Our hope comes with the birth of
Jesus Christ and through the resurrection of our Savior. That is where we find
our hope. That is why we sing, why we worship, and why we can smile. Christ,
our Hope, comes not just to the greatest among us, but to ALL THE PEOPLE!
He comes to the outcasts, those who do not feel they fit in, those who are not
as educated, and those outside the usual circle. The poor and the rich, ALL
people can celebrate hope this season because the Newborn Child is our King
who still reigns from His throne in heaven.

The Church teaches us that "the one who has hope lives differently." Christ's
promise of salvation does not mean that we will be spared from suffering. Rather,
the promise of salvation ensures that even in the darkest moments of our lives,
we will be given the strength to persevere. By virtue of Christian hope, we can
face any challenge or trial. When the seas of life swell and we are battered by
the waves, hope allows us to remain anchored in the heart of God. May we hold
fast to Christ, our hope, from the beginning of life to its very end.

Godly hope is not passive optimism but an active belief that, in partnership with
God, the world can be made better. Know that the Lord God is with us in all our
needs. Do not lose faith, for He is listening. Hope serves as the anchor of the
soul (Hebrews 6:19).

The angel said, "Good news that will cause great joy for all people." (Luke 2:10-
14)

In other words: Hope.

Prepared by: Myrna G. Vallanta (Filipino Prayer Group)
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Greateful Refleetion from Our
Congregation.al the
St. J nse]ﬂ}’s Church

SHANK YOU FOR ANOTHER
WARM w[) LO‘HN(; YEAR.

to owr faith and

inglng our

ether have fostered
hips and created

9 mcmcarﬁlﬁ[.& events that we tru[.ld
! cherish.

The bl.essiwgs we've experienced Lin
fo our gathertngs, Prayers awnd shared
monments of worship have
strengthened owr spiritual bonds.
The wmenories we've made will stay
with us and we Look forward to
sharing our “Hone away from
Home” with owr family in the
Philippines, reminding them of the
faith and Love that wnite us.
we are bneredibbly grateful for the
parish priests, nikns and staffs, esp.
Fr. Joseph Tan for all the support

and guidancell

N T T e St A IS e T Sl

Bible Verses

And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the
Father's only Son, full of grace and truth. (Jn 1:14)
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1) 1BEXE: “EVIEEES
2) FE:. Fi#BiB800F

3) #=: Word file

4) HR: EXEWMBR, LAZBRIEENHER
(JPQG),

FFR3.5MB

5) #EBHI: 13/12/2025

6) EEFMuL: FIENXEFR M1 AKE] BFE
stjosephs.hk@gmail.com
7) BRARBEAEERTIEER

Parishioners are welcome to submit article
for church newsletter.

1) Theme of Jan: In the Begining was
the Word

2) Word limit: Not more than 800 words
3) Form: Word file

4) Photo: A maximum of 3.5MB

5) Deadline: 13/12/2025

6) Email: Please submit the article with
subject as “Article for Jan, 2026" to
stjosephs.hk@gmail.com

7) Allright reserved to the church including
selection of articles, photos and any
adjustments.
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The Lord’s Mercy

Christmas Presentation of the Evangelization Dance Drama
“The Lord’s Mercy”
Father Joseph Tan Serves as the Spiritual Director
Submitted by Danny Anthony Shiu

The Nor Chinese Dance Studio will present its original
evangelization dance drama, The Lord’s Mercy, on
December 25, 26, and 27 at the Sai Wan Ho Civic Centre.
# Rooted in Catholic spirituality, the performance follows the
cycle of the seasons and the stages of life—birth, aging,
illness, and death—using dance to express the truths of
life and faith. Ms. Lai-Nor Ngan is the artistic director and
choreographer. Dr. Anthony Cheng is the music director
and composer. Father Dominic Chan, parish priest of
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, is the
religious advisor. Father Joseph Tan, our parish priest
and the production’s spiritual director, warmly invites all
parishioners to attend and support the performances.

Ms. Ngan, Dr. Cheng, and Father Joseph worked together in 2018 on the musical drama
St. Joseph Freinademetz: The First Saint to Ever Serve in Hong Kong. That production won
several awards at international film festivals and received the Capax Dei Foundation Award for
Evangelization at the 2019 Mirabile Dictu International Catholic Film Festival in Rome. It was
the first time this honor was given to a work from the Chinese-speaking world.

Father Joseph describes the dance drama as both an artistic work and a spiritual journey. He
says the production aims to bring parish life into the wider community as a form of evangelization.
The creative team has invited people from many walks of life in Hong Kong to participate,
especially those who are disadvantaged and marginalized, so that they can join in and support
the Church’s mission of evangelization. Through the changing seasons we see life’s fragility
and challenges, and we also experience how God’s mercy is with us at every moment. As the
spiritual director, Father Joseph seeks to keep faith at the heart of the work so audiences not
only enjoy the dance but also encounter God. He hopes viewers will discover God’s loving
presence through the Father’s gifts, the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and the teaching of Jesus
Christ, and that this will lead them to live with gratitude, peace, joy, and good health.

The production team hopes the piece will help the Catholic Church in Hong Kong to share its
spiritual witness beyond parish walls and into society, reaching people across different social
groups. The timing coincides with the Diocese’s celebrations of 185 years since the founding
of the Catholic Mission in Hong Kong and the 80th anniversary of the Catholic Diocese of
Hong Kong. The team hopes the play can make a small contribution to evangelization in Hong
Kong. Many volunteers from the charity group Blessing and Love Society have given strong
support to the production.

Father Joseph also shares a personal reflection on the piece. In short, the drama uses dance
to show the four seasons and the stages of every person’s life—birth, aging, illness, and
death—and highlights the challenges of each stage. At the same time, each stage of life,
whether clear or hidden, holds the great goodness, deep peace, and true joy that God gives.
Most importantly, many people overlook or fail to notice that God’s mercy is with us at every
stage and every moment of life. It is a deep sorrow when we miss that truth.

One of the dancers, Ms. Flora Lam, who also serves in our parish’s Bereavement Ministry,
says her service with the deceased has helped her understand that death is not an end but a
passage to eternal life. She is thankful to be able to perform at Christmas, when we celebrate
the birth of Christ, and she hopes the production will show that, despite life’s ups and downs,
the Lord’s mercy never leaves us. She prays that the piece—through dance, music, and
spiritual reflection—will be a blessing that brings comfort and renewal and helps audiences to
rediscover God’s lasting mercy in the light of Christmas.
pagelO
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