The Love of God in All Things

Sister Vera Wen Yuan, SSpS

His life to us through all creation. Everything that has been
created exists because of God’s love. God's love fills the
entire universe.

As God's creatures, human beings are privileged to be stewards of creation, sharing in
God's life and acting on His behalf to manage His creation as part of His plan of salvation.

( : od reveals His word to us through the Bible, and reveals

God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, after our likeness. Let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the tame animals, all the wild animals,
and all the creatures that crawl on the earth. (...) God blessed them and God said to them:
Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea,
the birds of the air, and all the living things that crawl on the earth.” (Genesis1:26,28)

Therefore, we are stewards of creation, not its owners; only God is the true owner of
everything.

God maintains a relationship with us through all creation. He uses His perfect creation
to sustain our relationship with Him. He desires us to enjoy His creation and to use it
responsibly as our response to His love.

How can we become responsible stewards in God's eyes? We are called to fulfil the greatest
commandment Jesus gave us: "You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with
all your soul, and with all your mind," and "You shall love your neighbour as yourself."
(Matthew 22:37,39).

This is the most basic requirement to be a faithful steward because each of us lives in
relationships. Our relationship with God is reflected in our relationships with our brothers
and sisters. God values His relationship with us so much that He calls us to be His beloved
children, entrusted with managing the earth.

Pope Francis emphasized in his 2015 encyclical “Laudato Si” that climate change is a
challenge we all share. Caring for God’s creation and caring for our common home are
not only a matter of social justice and religious faith but also our last hope for survival.
God reveals His mercy and His will through His creation, allowing us to experience His
presence through all things. Centered on God, we are called to serve the needs of

those around us and to quench the longings of the world.
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Witnessing to the Light

The Hong Kong SVD Lay Mission Partners successfully SVD
celebrated the 150th Years of the Society of the 1075 2025
Divine Word (SVD) with a theme, “Witnessing to the
Light, from Everywhere to Everyone”. This year marked a
historic milestone for SVD in Hong Kong as we proudly
commemorated the 150th Anniversary of the Foundation
of Divine Word Missionaries. The celebrations brought
together parishioners, clergy, and community members [
from different churches in Hong Kong and Macau. We, the [
St. Joseph’s Church family joined, uniting with others in a

joyful blend of faith, fun and fellowship. \

A]ourney of Faith and Community. The anniversary
events were a heartfelt tribute to a century and a half of
dedicated service, evangelization, and community building.
Throughout the celebrations, attendees experienced
a profound sense of spiritual unity, reflecting on the
church’s enduring legacy and its role in fostering faith and
compassion among its members. The festivities included Eucharistic celebrations, prayer gatherings and concerts,
as well as inspiring talks by church leaders and missionaries. These spiritual activities served as a reminder of the
church’s mission and the importance of living out our faith in everyday life.

he Exciting First-Ever Miss Unary Contest. One of the most anticipated highlights of the anniversary was the

inaugural Miss Unary Contest, a beauty pageant that showcased the grace, elegance, and inner strength of
young women from different parishes around Hong King. All contestants—each beautiful and gorgeous—brought
their unique charm and personality to the stage, embodying the values of humility, confidence, and faith. The
contest was not just about external beauty; it also emphasized qualities such as kindness, charity, and dedication—
traits that resonate deeply with our Christian values. The event was a huge success, drawing cheers and applause
from the audience and creating wonderful memories for everyone involved. This year Miss Unary winner goes to
our very own Elvie Mendoza.

oining Hands. St. Joseph’s Church members actively
Jparticipated in every aspect of the celebration,
demonstrating the vibrant spirit of our parish community.
Through volunteering and participating in prayers and
performances, our church’s involvement truly made the
celebration special.

Memorable Anniversary. Reflecting on these past events, |

it’s clear that the 150th Anniversary of SVD celebrated |
on July 1st was a joyful, meaningful, and inspiring occasion. |
It reinforced our collective commitment to faith, service,
and community spirit—values that continue to guide us
into the future. As we look ahead, we remain grateful for
the legacy of the SVD in Hong Kong and excited for the new | £3
chapters of faith and fellowship that lie ahead. Thank you, §
Holy Family Church in Choi Hung, and all SVD priests
that participated in the event. Special thanks to Fr. Joseph
Tan, SVD, and all SJC-Community Members, specifically
to SJCC members who joyfully sung during the Holy Mass.
Words of gratitude to Fr. Jay Flandez, SVD, the main Host
of the event.

Written by:  Elizabeth Rullan, Filipino Catholic Group




Celebrating a Milestone: Elvie Mendoza Represents
St. Joseph Parish at the 150th SVD Anniversary Miss Unary Pageant

150 Years of Service

n a grand celebration commemorating the 150th anniversary of the Society of the
Divine Word (SVD), the annual Miss Unary Pageant took centre stage. Amid the
festive atmosphere, Elvie Mendoza, representing St. Joseph Parish, emerged as a Mo ! +
standout among the contestants. Elvie’s participation symbolizes more than personal in a7 Years
achievement; it embodies the vibrant spirit, faith, and dedication of her community. : of

Jati
A Proud Ambassador of Faith and Leadership el

Elvie Mendoza’s journey in the Miss Unary Pageant was characterized by grace, confidence,
and determination. From the moment Elvie stepped onto the stage, her poised demeanor
and heartfelt enthusiasm captivated both judges and spectators alike. She showcased her
talents, unwavering commitment to service, the core values upheld by her parish and exemplified the importance of nurturing
young talent within the church community, directly aligning with the goals of the SVD’s outreach initiatives.

The Spirit of St. Joseph Church: A Foundation for Success

Elvie’s achievement was made possible by the unwavering support from her community, especially the Black Nazarene Group. The
parish community rallied around her, recognizing her potential to serve as a role model for youth and adults alike. Their collective
effort underscored the importance of community engagement and mentorship in shaping future leaders who uphold moral values.

Elvie's participation also highlights how St. Joseph Parish continually strives to develop young leaders who can confidently
represent their faith and community. The church’s proactive approach in nurturing talent ensures members are well-equipped to
face broader challenges and opportunities.

We extend our deepest gratitude to Father Joseph, who generously assisted with the event expenses, Bro. Joel Aledia for his
unwavering mentorship and advice, dancers from various communities for adding vibrancy to performances and the entire St.
Joseph's Church community for their unwavering support.

Moving forward, we anticipate Elvie will continue to exemplify service, faith, and excellence—principles that our church champions
daily. Her journey serves as a testament to the transformative power of faith, community, and perseverance, encouraging others to
follow in her footsteps.

Elvie Mendoza’s representation of St. Joseph Parish at the 150th SVD Anniversary Miss Unary Pageant epitomizes the spirit of
celebration, faith, and community pride.

Her dedication and success underscore the significance of nurturing young leaders and

fostering a strong sense of belonging within our faith-based communities. Let us celebrate
this milestone with joy and inspiration, acknowledging Elvie’s exceptional journey and the
bright future ahead for our parish.

As we honour this historic event, we look forward to seeing many more stories of hope and
leadership emerge from our vibrant community.

By: Joel Aledia, Black Nazarene Group Coordinator




Enjoying Little Moments

A S migrant workers, we have been working hard without realising
thatdays, months, years have gone by and when we one day suddenly
look back, we are already 40’s, 50’s, and 60’s years old. Our lives seem
to have passed by us quickly. We realised that we have lost friends or
loved ones, and it is too late to go back. Despite all these, let us try
to enjoy the remaining time. Let us keep looking for activities that
we like and put colours on it. Smile at the little thing and enjoy
every moment we have left. Try to eliminate “after” and “later,”
and live in and enjoy the present. Just like coffee may get cold, our
priorities may change, charm fade, and health deteriorate. At our
stage of life, kids have grown up, parents are getting old and wild
dreams get forgotten. Before it is too late, let us spend precious times
with our friends and families and share our best moments and experiences

with them. We are no longer at the age where we can afford to postpone what needs
to be done and we should act right away. Life on earth is a short trip. It is important
that we have quality time, vacay mode, and are kind to each other. Above all, it is
of the utmost importance that we remain strong and persevere in following Jesus’

footsteps.

As we continue to be His servants here in our “Home Away from Home” in St. Joseph’s
Church, may we always have courage to fulfil our responsibilities. When difficult
moments come, may we not break away but stay on and keep our faith. May we serve

as a model and inspire others as we respond to the call of being His faithful servants.

As one proclaimer of God’s Word, Sr. Weronika Klebba from our SJC-Family is a good
role model for us. We, the Filipino Catholic Group hosted a birthday celebration
for her on 27th July 2025. May the graces of the Almighty God be with her and her
family always. Special thanks to all the communities of SJC (AP, BNG, FCG, FPG,
LOM, and SCC) for all the efforts and support to make this event successful. Thank

you and God bless everyone.

Article written by: Irmalyn Aivarez Ecol, Filipino Catholic Group
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Stewards Of Creation
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To all who did receive him, I praise you because Speak up for those who Blessed are the You shall love your ‘The Lord blesses our ‘The earth is the Lord's,
to those who believed in his | am fearfully cannot speak for peacemakers: neighbour as yourself. work so that we may and everything in it, the
name, he gave the right to and wonderfully made; themselves... for they shall be called There is no commandment share its fruits with world, and all who
become children of God. your works are wonderful. defend the rights the children of God. greater than this, others, liveinit.'
of the poor and needy.

John1:12 Psalm 139:14 Proverbs 31:8-9 Matthew 5:9 Mark 12:31 Deuteronomy 14:28-29 Psalms 24:1

Heavenly Father

¢ come before You with grateful hearts, acknowledging the beauty and wonder of
Your creation. Help us to be faithful stewards of this precious gift, caring for the
carth and all its inhabitants.

Guide us in our efforts to nurture the environment, promote justice, and protect the
vulnerable. May our actions reflect Your love and compassion, inspiring others to join
in safeguarding the world You have entrusted to us.

Amen.
Prayer entry by: Arlene LLoable Phoda (Filipino Prayer Group)

Love is something like the clouds that were in the sky before the sun came out...you cannot

touch the clouds, you know; but you feel the rain and know how glad the flowers are to have
it after a hot day. You cannot touch love either; but you feel the sweetness that it pours
into everything." - Annie Sullivan

Photography: Clouds

By: Brenda Galfo SJTWs Community

Location: Cloudlandz, the Peak page5



Happy Birthday

July 19th was an afternoon full of joy
as several of our parish communities
celebrated the birthday of our beloved Sr.
Weronika Maria Klebba SSpS.

Hosted by Legion of Mary, Door of Heaven
Presidium, with the support of the Divine
Mercy Choir and St. Joseph the Workers’
community, this special celebration included
warm messages from three community

leaders, joyful songs and dances of each

community, “heavenly” decoration and

delicious food. Spiritual Director Rev. Fr. Jerry Perocho, SVD, shared an encouraging message and
blessing to Sr. Weronika and all August celebrants.

Sr. Weronika, we are grateful for your presence in our community and St. Joseph’s Church, for your talent,
teachings and encouraging wisdom which bring sunshine to us all.

May God continue to bless you with wisdom and good health always.

“Wszystkiego najpiekniejszego w dniu Twojego swieta! Niech ta wyjgtkowa chwila bedzie jak gwiazda na
nocnym niebie — jasna, piekna i wskazujgca droge do nieskonczonych mozliwosci.”
“‘Happy most beautiful day of your life! May this special moment be like a star in the night sky — bright,

beautiful and pointing the way to infinite possibilities.”
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BIBLE VERSES

Look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the

shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
Hebrews 12:2
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2) FE AR 6507

3) &= : Word file

4) HHE: BXEKMER, LR33E, HEBREEMEA(JPG), LR 3.5MB.
5) #HIEHHA: 9/9/2025

6) BHihit: FHEXEER 10812 B3 stiosephs.hk@gmail.com
7) BEAERB RS R TIEEF

Parishioners are welcome to submit articles for the church newsletter.

Please take note of the following guidelines:

1) Theme for Oct: Life is a Pilgrimage

2) Word limit: Not more than 650 words

3) Form: Word file

4) Photo: 1-3 pictures only, with a maximum size of 3.5MB

5) Deadline Sept 09, 2025

6) Email: Please submit the article to stjosephs.hk@ gmail.com

with the subject line 'Article for Oct 2025.'

7) All rights are reserved by the church, including the selection of articles, photos,

and any necessary adjustments.

July 23
July 24
July 26
August 2
August 15
August 16
August 20
August 23
August 27
August 29
August 30
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Funeral / Memorial Mass:

anted

Pierre

Monica Sung
Paul Wong
Paul Tong
David Choi
John Chan
Anna Tsao Yue

Peter Kong

Maureen Chu
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