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A Journey of Hope and Renewal,
this Ash Wednesday
St. Joseph’s Church FR. ANDREW WANG, SVD

February is a time full of blessings and grace. As we continue to celebrate the Lunar New Year, we are
still filled with hope and anticipation for the new year of 2025, praying and giving thanks for health and
peace, and may we find joy and grace in the love of the Lord.

>

In 2025, as our church celebrates a jubilee year, each one of us is invited to become a “pilgrim of hope,’

for “hope does not put us to shame.” The Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraph 1817, tells us:
“Hope is the theological virtue by which we desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness; placing our trust in
Christ’s promises and relying not on our own strength, but on the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit.” In the face of a world filled
with war and a time of ongoing pandemics, hope is a virtue that every Christian should treasure—it is necessary for our journey
toward the eternal kingdom and the hope for success. Saint Paul writes in his Letter to the Romans, “May the God of hope fill
you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans15:13). The
hope of Christians is built upon our faith, and our hope is rooted in our love. Without faith, hope becomes a Utopian fantasy, and
such a life of faith brings us to shame; a life rich in hope is built upon our acts of love—helping and respecting those around us,
and caring for and loving all of creation—this is what fills our lives with hope.

Our life is a journey, and in the face of the transient and fleeting reality, we must always maintain sufficient patience and calm-
ness, continually rooting our lives in Jesus Christ, and allowing the direction of our lives to be fixed in our eternal kingdom. This
will enable us to endure the suffering and tribulations of this world, so that the joy of eternal happiness can become our present
joy. As Pope Francis has stated, “Those who are patient are the good weavers, for they always yearn for peace.” Becoming a sign
of peace is a perfect embodiment of our hopeful virtue and a mark of our unwavering commitment to fulfilling our Christian
mission. We will pray for peace in times of war, for stability and unity in the world, for the release of the hatred in our hearts,
and for those who are unfree and persecuted for their faith. This will be our mission on the journey of hope.

As our church prepares to enter the season of Lent, it is also a journey filled with hope, a wonderful opportunity for everyone to
align themselves with the jubilee celebrated by our church. Through fasting, prayer, pilgrimage, and the sacrament of reconcili-
ation, we prepare ourselves with renewed hearts to welcome the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Ash Wednesday liturgy is our
Christian declaration to the world that the value of our lives and our journey of faith are rooted in Jesus Christ. The hope and faith
we carry are manifested in our loving actions, and the imposition of ashes serves to remind us that our unashamed hope comes
from Christ. By engaging in fasting and prayer, we ready ourselves to face the challenges of life, firmly believing that our God is
with us. Approaching our brothers and sisters in need with a spirit of whole service, and extending sincere hands to acceptance
and support the smallest among us is the true essence of Lent.

In our St. Joseph Church, every one of us who comes from around the world is a joyful pilgrim, carrying hope and love with us,
whether we have traveled far or are nearby. We enjoy the presence and witness of faith between individuals, families, and com-
munities, sharing each other’s happiness and joy, while also bearing one another’s pain and struggles, because we are a family of
love. The pastoral team of St. Joseph Parish and the leaders of various groups are committed to building a spiritual parish family,
allowing everyone to experience a sense of spiritual home and belonging. This is also the pastoral principle upheld by our parish
priest, Father Joseph Tan Leitao, SVD. While the pastoral team focus on constructing and renewing the parish environment and
buildings, they also enrich the spiritual life of the parish, helping each community to become increasingly rooted in Jesus Christ
in both spirituality and faith, thus serving our neighborhood and our family well, because each of us is a beloved child of God.
Let us join hands and shoulders together in faith, carrying hope towards love, for only in Him is the root of charity.



New Year’'s Blast! Birthday Bash!

As the New Year commences, the Saturday Community celebrated with a simple Thanksgiving
lunch and birthday wishes for Sr. Vera Wen Yuan, SSpS, and for the Sisters of the community,
joined by our ever-supportive Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. Joseph Tan SVD.

Highlighting this message from Sr. Vera:

“Thank you for remembering my family in your wishes. Being here at St. Joseph, this place is
now my home, and YOU are now my family.”
We thank God for gifting us Sr. Vera, a bubbly, dedicated, and great communicator. May God
continue to shower His blessings upon her mission in her congregation and in the parish. This
Jubilee Year encourages us to journey with great hope; let us pilgrim together as one family,
trusting and anchored in Christ’s love for us.

Article by: Brenda Galfo (Saturday Commuty)




A RAY OF HOPE

Hope in God is a hope that will never disappoint. As we welcome the year

2025, His Holiness Pope Francis has declared it a Jubilee Year centered
on the theme “PILGRIMS OF HOPE.” As he beautifully expressed, “We
must fan the flame of hope that has been given to us and help everyone
gain new strength and certainty by looking to the future with an open spirit,
a trusting heart, and far-sighted vision.”

In light of this message of hope, the most important thing right now is
to focus on getting better, because when we choose hope, everything
is possible. True hope comes from God; He is the Creator of all things,
including hope. Hope teaches us humility and perseverance. This Holy
Year is a great year of forgiveness, healing, reconciliation, and conversion.
As the prophet Isaiah says, “They that hope in the Lord will renew their
strength (Is 40:31).”

As we journey into the season of Lent, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of this penitential
season—a time of fasting and prayer. “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Let
us reflect on this season, which is considered a time of penance, reflection, and fasting. It is a solemn
Christian observance in the liturgical calendar, commemorating the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in the
desert and enduring temptation by Satan. During Lent, let us contemplate, practice, and apply in our
daily lives prayer, fasting, almsgiving, reconciliation, and personal renewal that enrich our lives and —
through God’s grace and our cooperation with it — empower us for self-change.

By praying, meditating, reading Scripture or other inspirational materials, attending Holy Mass, other
sacraments and worship services, and, by conscious acts of forgiveness, we can deepen our faith.
Ephesians 4:22-24 says, “Put away the old self of your former way of life, corrupted through deceitful
desires, and be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and put on the new self, created in God’s way in
righteousness and holiness of truth.”

Let us pray that this Jubilee Year strengthens us in our faith, helping us recognize the Risen Christ in
the midst of our lives and transforming us.

By: Ma. Fe Cabangal (Apostleship of Prayer)

Lent: A Journey of Hope and Renewal

Praise be to the Lord! As we approach the sacred season of Lent, marked by Ash
Wednesday on March 5, 2025, we are called to embark on a profound journey of
faith and self-reflection. This solemn period offers us a precious opportunity to
unite ourselves with Christ as He walks the path to His ultimate sacrifice, leading
us toward the joyous celebration of His resurrection at Easter.

Lent is not merely a time of solemnity and repentance but also a season of
transformation and renewal. It beckons us to contemplate our own shortcomings
and seek forgiveness for our sins, while also inspiring us to aspire toward greater
holiness and virtue. Through fasting, prayer, and almsgiving, we are invited to
deepen our connection with our lives. Lent serves as a spiritual compass, guiding us toward a more
intimate relationship with Christ.

“Dear God, Heavenly Father, look upon us and hear our prayers during this Holy Season of Lent. By
the good works You inspire, help us to discipline our bodies and to be renewed in spirit. Without You,
we can do nothing. By Your Spirit, help us to know what is right and to be eager in doing Your Will.”

God bless us, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Prepared by: Myrna G. Vallanta (FPG)



SOWERS CHARISMATIC COMMUNITY
CELEBRATES 98 YEARS OF FAITH AND LOVE
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The Sowers Charismatic Community marked its 33rd anniversary
in a heartwarming celebration at Harborview. Themed “Rooted in
Faith, Growing in Love: A Journey Guided by the Holy Spirit,” the
event reflected the community’s enduring commitment to spiritual
growth and unity.

The celebration began with a Thanksgiving Mass, setting the tone
for a day filled with gratitude and fellowship. Members gathered
in prayer, giving thanks for three decades of blessings and the
guidance of the Holy Spirit in their journey as a faith community.
As the hosts and guests arrived at the venue, the atmosphere
buzzed with joy and anticipation. Smiles, laughter, and warm
greetings filled the room as attendees reunited, sharing stories
and reflecting on the community’s journey. A welcoming address
by Coordinator Daisy Pardilla officially opened the event. In her
message, she expressed gratitude to the members, leaders, and
spiritual advisers who have played a pivotal role in nurturing the
community.

Assistant Coordinator Mary Ann Marasigan followed with a

Her heartfelt recounting of the group’s humble beginnings and
its growth over the years resonated deeply with attendees. From
small gatherings to becoming a vibrant spiritual family, the story of
the Sowers is a testament to their faith and collective effort.
Rev. Father Joseph Tan, the community’s spiritual adviser, then
led the opening prayer and blessing of the food. His words of
inspiration reminded everyone of the significance of their shared
journey, emphasizing the need to remain rooted in faith and guided
by the Holy Spirit.
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presentation on the history of the Sowers Charismatic Community.

-

The celebration continued with a sumptuous lunch, where
members shared not just meals but also fellowship. It was
a time for reflection and strengthening bonds, as members
recounted their experiences and expressed gratitude for the
community that has become their second family.

After lunch, the ministerial groups of the Sowers took the
stage for their presentations. These creative and heartfelt
performances showcased the diversity of talents within the
community, bringing joy and inspiration to all in attendance.
Whether through song, dance, or spoken word, each
presentation reflected the shared love and faith that bind
the Sowers together.

Another highlight of the program was the presentation of
plagues of appreciation and certificates to recognize the
dedication and service of members who have contributed
to the community’s mission. These awards underscored the
values of humility and selflessness that the Sowers have
always upheld.

The day concluded with a community picture-taking session,
capturing the joy and unity of the Sowers. Sister Jomelie
Basa closed the program with a heartfelt prayer, offering
thanks for the day’s success and asking for continued
blessings on the community’s journey.

The 33rd-anniversary celebration was a testament to the
enduring strength of the Sowers Charismatic Community.
Rooted in faith and growing in love, their journey guided
by the Holy Spirit continues to inspire and uplift_all
who are part of it.

Article written by: Cris Siniguian (SOWERS)
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The Yuleti:ie season, also known as the Christmas season, celebrates the birtil of Jesus
Christ. It begins during Advent Season, leading us to the joyful celebration of Christmas
Day, in preparation for an imminent Second Coming of Christ. Jesus is the reason for this
season. As we face the new year with gratitude in our hearts, may our hopes and dreams,
aligning with God” s will, turn into reality, and may all our efforts and hard work lead to
great achievements, trusting in God.

Here in our home away from home, St. Joseph' s Church, the spirit of the Yuletide season
1s present in every corner of the church. Here are some of the highlights:

Christmas Carolling: All communities participated every Sunday in December, following
their respective schedules:

Morning: Apostleship of Prayer

Afternoon:

1. 1st Sunday: Filipino Catholic Group

2. 2nd Sunday: Sons and Daughters of the Black Nazarene
3. 3rd Sunday: Sowers Charismatic Community

4. 4th Sunday: Legion of Mary

5. 5th Sunday: Filipino Prayer Group

Advent Recollection was in that aims to keep God’ s word in our heart.

Tallest Christmas Tree: Our parish installed the tallest Christmas tree taller than the usual
Christmas Tree inside the church where everyone loved to take photos. Thanks, Fr. Joseph!

Simbang Gabi 2024: From December 15-23 at 9 PIM. a hot meal was served afterward.
Thank you so much to everyone for your continued support and efforts, especially Bukas
Loob sa Diyos with the Chinese Community and SJCC with the Filipino Communities.

Christmas party: A festive gathering was held every Sunday have celebration in
different communities.

Christmas Midnight Masses: On December 24, extra Masses were held in the carpark, in
addition to the regular Sunday Mass schedules during Christmas Day and New Year s Day.

Christmas Prayer Concert: Themed Pilgrims of Hope this event took place on
December 26. It was the first-ever concert held by the communities, combined with prayers.
Thank you to everyone and to all those who made this event possible.

Thanksgiving Mass/New Year Countdown: on December 31 at 10:45 PM.
Article written by: Irmalyn Alvarez Ecol (Filipino Catholic Group)
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Prayer for Hope and Renewal

eavenly Father,

As we gather this Ash Wednesday, we thank You for the gift of this jubilee
year, a time of grace and renewal. We come before You with humble hearts,
seeking Your guidance and strength on our journey of faith.

Lord, instill in us a spirit of hope as we reflect on our lives and acknowledge
our shortcomings. Help us to embrace this season of Lent with a commitment to
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. May we be renewed in spirit, drawing closer to You
and to one another as a community of believers.

In this special year, may we experience Your abundant mercy and forgiveness. Let
our hearts be transformed as we recognize the Risen Christ in our midst, inspiring
us to share this hope with others. May our actions reflect Your love, fostering unity
and compassion within our parish and beyond.

Guide us, O Lord, as we walk this path of renewal, trusting in Your promises and the
strength that comes from You. With each step, may we grow in faith, hope, and love,
and forever be pilgrims of hope in our journey together.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayer entry by: Arlene Loable Phoda (Filipino Prayer Group)

raise be to the Lord! As we approach the sacred season of Lent, marked
by Ash Wednesday, we are called to embark on a profound journey of faith
and self-reflection. This solemn period offers us a precious opportunity to
unite ourselves with Christ as He walks the path to His ultimate sacrifice,
leading us toward the joyous celebration of His resurrection at Easter.

Lent is not merely a time of solemnity and repentance but also a season of
transformation and renewal. It beckons us to contemplate our own shortcomings
and seek forgiveness for our sins, while also inspiring us to aspire toward greater
holiness and virtue. Through fasting, prayer, and almsgiving, we are invited to
deepen our connection with our lives. Lent serves as a spiritual compass, guiding
us toward a more intimate relationship with Christ.

“‘Dear God, Heavenly Father, look upon us and hear our prayers during this Holy
Season of Lent. By the good works You inspire, help us to discipline our bodies and
to be renewed in spirit. Without You, we can do nothing. By Your Spirit, help us to
know what is right and to be eager in doing Your Will.”

God bless us, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Prepared by: Myrna G. Vallanta (FPG)
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Let the little children
s 18 come ko Me; do ok stop thers
for it is to such as these
that the kingdom of Ged
belongs. MARK 10:14

Salazar Camille Elise Higgins

Chan Emilia Ling-Wun

January 11

January 17

Doreen

January 26
Amy Riterva Apilado

Januaryr17
Chan Emilia Ling-Wun Doreen
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A Song of Love, My God

© sowers Catholic Charismatic Community
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IT°S OUT NOW!!!

We, the SOWERS COMMUNITY MUSIC MINISTRY
are happy and excited to announce that our very own
recorded songs are now available and out on Spotify
for everyone to listen.

Please open this link and share:

https://open.spotify.com/album/4JHS8PK6NLB1m-
jBFKRyRyDA ?si=JvWuyg2rQz-Mcil2cqeUWA

To God the highest honor. % ¢ % # % ¢
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BIBLE VERSES

“This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of
God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the

gospel.” (Mk 1:15)
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Parishioners are welcome to submit articles for the church newsletter.
Please take note of the following guidelines:

1) Theme for March: Finding Hope in God's Grace

2) Word limit: Not more than 650 words

3) Form: Word file

4) Photo: 1-3 pictures only, with a maximum size of 3.5MB

5) Deadline Feb, 09, 2025

6) Email: Please submit the article to stjosephs.hk@gmail.com

with the subject line 'Article for March 2025.

7) All rights are reserved by the church, including the selection of articles, photos,

L and any necessary adjustments. )
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Funeral / Memorial Mass: January 20 Cheng Wing Kwong
January 11 Li Kwok Choi January 21 Hwang Johnny
January 13 King Lily January 23 Hong Joe Tak
January 14 Vincent, Pamela Hanifa January 25 Chan Kin Sang Kenson
January 18 Yuen Wai Kin William . January 28 Florence Joy Lang
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