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1. Begins with Jubilee Reflection on 2025

Dear brothers and sisters of St. Joseph’s Church,
2025 has begun. Let us reflect on the Jubilee year
named as: Pilgrims of Hope (Giubileo ordinario)
by the Pope on May 9, 2024, on the Solemnity of
the Ascension. This name is according to "Hope
does not disappoint" (Romans 5:5). Let us lead
our life by this spirite in 2025.

The Pope prayed at the beginning of his Jubilee
Bull: “May the Jubilee be an opportunity for
everyone to rekindle hope.” Therefore, the
Jubilee Year opens with the scope of preaching
the Gospel to the whole world: its target is not
only Catholic, but also goes beyond the scope
of the Church. Everyone experiences joy and
pain, trials and difficulties in life. For many of
us, when we face with pain, our hope collapses
again and again. Therefore, this Jubilee is timely
to everyone.

To use St. Paul's words to illustrate the spirit of
the Jubilee: “We even boast of our afflictions,
knowing that affliction produces endurance,
and endurance, proven character, and proven
character, hope. (Romans 5:3-4).” The "patience"
combined with hope here means to persevere
in trials, not to lose heart and despair, and to
persevere. This is the source and condition of the
power of hope.

Under the interaction of "hope" and "patience" in
our lives, the life of a Christian is like "a journey"
and at the same time a pilgrimage, "a journey
to find the meaning of life." To take this journey
requires “an encounter with our Lord Jesus.
Hope generates the source of power and as a
relay station.

BE A PILGRINS OF HOPE
IN 2025
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2. Reflect on the failures and successes
of the past 2024

Dear brothers and sisters of St. Joseph’s Church,
the beginning of a new year is also the season
for the seeds of hope to germinate. First of all,
we should “look back on last year’s failures and
successes and express our gratitude to God!”

In the past year, we have experienced many failures
due to our own weaknesses, the hardships of the
world, and the difficulties from others. Laurel
writer Mo Yan once said: "My young friends, when
we encounter difficult times, don't be discouraged
or depressed. As long as we work hard, there will
always be fruitful results.Hope, many a times, is
generated when we are disappointed or even
desperate.Hope also calls us to start again. Pick
up courage and move forward bravely. A person
can be defeated by life, but not put down by it."
The result of failure is: money gone, but we can
make it back ; job gone, we can find a new one;
friends gone, we can make new friends; love gone,
we can find a new love one; you were born with
nothing, so why are you afraid of starting all over
again? A person's strength does not lie in what he
conquers, but in what he endures.

In the past year, God’s blessing combined with our
hard work, we have elevated ourselves in many
aspects, and many things have ended successfully.
However, whether it is success or failure, it has
become a valuable asset on our way of growth.
Success teaches us to cherish, failure teaches us
to be strong. Even if there are regrets, it is these
regrets that make us more clear about the future
direction. Therefore, we need to be grateful for the
past year. We are grateful to those who accompany
us and support us. And we are also grateful for the
challenges and difficulties. It is them who make us
stronger and appreciate everything of the present.
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3. Have high expectations for 2025 The Jubilee Prayer

and make feasible plans e
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opportunities and new challenges. Each of us 1 yR0rs0m, Jesus Chel; ourbrocher;

has our own goals and dreams in our hearts. ANREATHE DA e Ny Sn RN I

Every goal is a gift we give to our future selves. in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,

The future is unknown, but that’'s why it's so remwnken.n us the blessed hope

exciting. We cannot control the passage of time, for the coming of your Kingdom.

but we can control the direction in which we

head for.As long as we strengthen our faith in May your grace transform us

God and keep our feet on the ground, the other into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
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and closer to us. in the sure expectation

A new beginning starts from now. The first day of a new heaven and a new earth,

of the new year is the best time to take action. when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,

No matter how ambitious your goals are, they your glory will shine eternally.

need to start with minute details. Make a plan,
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into small tasks that can be accomplished each reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,

day. Use positive actions to meet every day's a yearning for the treasures of heaven.

challenges. Even if the progress is small, it will May that same grace spread

bring about huge changes over time. Change the joy and peace of our Redeemer
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In the new year, may we all live up to the time and ourselves! In celebrating the Jubilee, the Pope
wants us to reflect on the goals we hope for this year. Hope is “founded on faith and nourished
by charity.” These three divine virtues (faith, hope and love) illustrate the essence of Christian life.
Let us find “in the Mother of God the most remarkable witness of hope. In her we see that hope
is not foolish optimism, but the grace of real life”. Just as the Blessed Mother heard Simeon’s
prophecy: “you yourself a sword will pierce” (Luke 2:35), and she was present at the foot of the
cross: “In the agony of sacrifice for love, In this way, Mary became our mother—the mother of
hope.”

Likewise, when the Virgin first appeared in Mexico City in 1531 to Juan Diego, a young man who
was one of the first Aztec converts to Christianity, give a message of hope. This message is still
repeated to all pilgrims today: "Am | not here, your mother?"
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JESUS, KING OF THE UNIVERSE!

Solemnity of Christ the King Celebration

In the liturgical year, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, commonly
referred to as the Feast of Christ the King, emphasizes the true kingship of Jesus Christ.

Despite unfavorable weather on November 24, 2024, St. Joseph’s Church continued to hold
and celebrate the feast, hosted by the Apostleship of Prayer Community. Activities began
with a holy rosary in front of a makeshift altar in the covered carpark, with the presence of the
Blessed Sacrament, followed by a procession and benediction inside the church.

Celebrating Christ the King, we reflect on the lessons and messages brought by this feast.
First and foremost, we need to surrender our lives to Christ’s rule. Since Christ the King lives
in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, we must learn to live in His holy presence. By doing His
will and sharing His forgiving love with others, we allow Jesus to reign in every corner of our
lives.

This feast takes place on the last Sunday of the liturgical year, emphasising that people, angels,
the whole universe and time aim and belong to Him. It also precedes Advent—a season of
waiting for the Birth of Jesus — that Christians from all backgrounds celebrate with reflections
on hope, peace, love, and joy. The significance of Christ the King in relation to Advent is that
while the Solemnity of Christ the King celebrates “Big Jesus,” Advent season helps us to
prepare for His coming both as the King at the end of the world and as “Baby Jesus” as well.

We express our gratitude to our beloved St. Joseph, priests who dedicated their time to
this celebration: Rev. Fr. Joseph Tan, SVD; Rev. Fr. Paul Chen, SVD; and Rev. Fr. Jerry
Perocho, SVD. Thank you also to all the participating communities of St. Joseph’s Church;
your unwavering support is greatly appreciated. May God bless us all!

By: Rovelyn Roncal
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Hope and Preparation

Vqunteers at Carltas Charity Bazaar On November 3, 2024, the annual Hong Kong Caritas

3 ‘ A Charity Bazaar was held in Causeway Bay. This event
disa fundraising activity organized by Caritas Hong Kong
to support those in need. Thank you to all the volunteers
from the Filipino Catholic Group for participating and
supporting the event.

Solemnity of
Chrlst the King Celebratlon

On November 24, 2024, we will celebrate Christ the King, marking
the end of the liturgical year and reminding us that the season of
Advent is approaching.

The season of Advent is a time for hope and preparation for His
coming. We must understand in our hearts that there is a reason
and purpose for everything that happens, no matter how dire the
situation may seem. We need to hold onto the truth that God
is sovereign and has authority over all things. He has absolute
power over everything, including our lives. Life will have storms,
and no one is exempt. Whether we are believers or not, God
never promised us a storm-free life. But He does promise us a
storm-proof life. He is in total control, and we need to rest in that
knowledge as we wait for His perfect and good will to unfold in
our lives.

Just like the Advent season, we are patiently waiting and preparing for the celebration of Jesus
Christ’s birth on Christmas Day. Christ is the reason for this season.

May this coming season be a blessing to all, and may our life journey continue to be filled with
blessings. The more eagerness and courage we have to invest our gifts and talents in serving
others and Him, the more we will receive God’s blessings. May we choose to continue being His
servants amidst all hindrances. Thank you, and may the Almighty God be with us always.

Article written by: Irmalyn Alvarez Ecol (Filipino Catholic Group)
FCG Choir at Christ the King Celebration ‘




Embracing the Gift of Life
and Welcoming Celebrations

Life is a precious and extraordinary gift bestowed upon us. Itis a journey filled with joy, challenges,
triumphs, and lessons. In the midst of our daily routines and responsibilities, it is essential to take
a moment to celebrate the beauty and blessings of life.

Once again, on November 3, 2024, we gather to celebrate the special day for our beloved Fr.
Paul, SVD, St. Joseph's Assistant Parish Priest. The St. Joseph community will come together to
wish Father a wonderful life ahead, recognizing that every day is a divine gift from the Lord. To
our dear Fr. Paul, may God grant you the power, courage, knowledge, and wisdom to continue to
propagate His words to mankind. Thank you for your love and guidance for all of us! We love youl!
We also have a back-to-back celebration as we welcome our newly appointed Assistant Parish
Priest, our very own Filipino priest, Rev. Fr. Jerry Perocho, SVD, who will begin his office on
October 1, 2024.

To Fr. Jerry, we gladly welcome you, and we are so happy to have you here at St. Joseph Church.
We’re confident you will thrive in this community and bring great things for all of us! Welcome to
the family, Rev. Fr. Jerry M. Perocho, SVD! Feel comfortable and at home.

On behalf of the Apostleship of Prayer, your host community, we thank each and every one of you
for your great kindness and support on that day. God bless us all!

By: Ma. Fe Cabangal (Apostleship of Prayer)




Bridging Hearts

As the New Year dawns, I find myself reflecting on my journey as a
Filipino migrant worker in Hong Kong. The past year has been filled with
challenges and triumphs, and as I step into this new chapter, I feel a sense
of hope and purpose.

Change can be intimidating. When I firstarrived in Hong Kong, everything
felt foreign—the language, culture, and rhythm of life. I remember feeling
overwhelmed, but over time, I learned to embrace change as an opportunity
for growth. This year, I am excited to embark on a new journey as a
pianist at Saint Alfred Church, teach piano to a novice in the convent,
and continue my role as chief editor of our parish newsletter at Saint Joseph’s. Balancing these
responsibilities may be challenging, but it’s an incredible opportunity to share my passion for
music and contribute to our community in different ways.

One aspect of this change that resonates deeply with me is the power of kindness. I recall a day
when I was particularly homesick. A fellow worker noticed my sadness and offered words of
encouragement, reminding me that I am not alone in this journey. That simple act of kindness
lifted my spirits and inspired me to extend similar gestures to others. This year, I want to uplift
those around me, whether through music at Saint Alfred or the stories I share in the newsletter.

In moments of doubt, I turn to Scripture for comfort and guidance. Psalm 27:1 resonates with
me: “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom should I fear?” This verse reminds me that
with faith, I can face any challenge that comes my way. Hope isn’t just a wish; it’s a force that
encourages us to seek light even in the darkest moments.

As we enter this Jubilee Year, I am inspired to reflect on themes of forgiveness and renewal. It’s
a time to mend broken relationships and extend grace to those around us. The friendships I've
built here are vital for our collective support. By fostering unity and understanding, we can
create a nurturing environment where everyone feels valued.

This New Year, I invite you to join me in embracing hope in action. Let’s take small steps toward
kindness, inspire one another, and face challenges with courage. Together, we can create a
community that uplifts and supports each other, making a meaningful difference in our lives
and those around us.

As we embark on this journey, let’s hold onto hope, love, and the willingness to change. Here’s
to a New Year filled with possibilities!

Article written by: Arlene Loable Phoda (Filipino Prayer Group)




Hope in Action:
Embracing Change and Kindness in the New Year

The world around us is constantly changing, and that
is a fact of life. Many things happen to people every
day. Our world is unpredictable, and yet we must
embrace it. We need to maintain a positive mindset
and welcome the changes that come our way. By
keeping our future in mind and persistently pursuing
the actions that lead us toward our goals, we can

make progress.

Remember to focus on your goals and tackle important tasks today instead
of postponing them for tomorrow. Concentrate on your future, not your past.
Learn from past mistakes, but do not dwell on them. Be part of the solution,
not part of the problem. Spot the good in every situation, and you will receive
positivity in return. Focus on your strengths and learn from everything that
happens. Embrace the changes around you. We must be willing to adapt and
learn from changing social and economic trends. Success is an adventure, a
journey rather than a destination. Change is a process. If we only cope with
the inevitable challenges that interrupt our goals and expectations, we will live
a life of mediocrity, like all the naysayers we encounter.

d HOLY FATHER,
GRANT US PEACE

Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you;

not as the world gives do I give to you.

Do not let your heart be troubled......
John 14:27




GOD DWELLS IN US

| know someone—a friend. He is with us through every season
of life. You cannot touch or embrace Him physically like we do

with others, but deep within, you know He is always with you.

He listens to all our life’s burdens—whether joyful or sorrow-
ful. Whether you express it in words or not, He knows every-
thing within your heart. He knows the past, the present, and

the future. Nothing is hidden from Him, for everything belongs

to Him. He is trustworthy at all times. In Him, my heart finds
peace, for He listens with love and compassion. He does not
judge you based on the mistakes you’ve made. Instead, He
helps you correct them and move forward.

In moments of fear, | call upon His name, and He immediately comes to my aid. “l am here

beside you; DO NOT BE AFRAID.” He has cared for me since the moment He created me.

Oh, who is like Him? No one! For He is unique, and there is no one like Him. From Him
comes all goodness and true love. He has planted something within me—a treasure |
always return to. It is a gift | will never forget: words that give life and strength to face this
uncertain world: “I LOVE YOU with an EVERLASTING LOVE, and | DESIRE TO BE WITH
YOU FOR ETERNITY.” His counsel to me is this: “Abide in my words and live in the grace

| have given you.”

The only thing | truly fear in this life is losing His love. Yet, | do not rely on my own abilities,
for | know | am nothing without Him. I will not let fear rule my life. Instead, | will TRUST
COMPLETELY in the help that comes from His goodness and mercy until the time He has

appointed for us to be together in His paradise.
Discover your heart, for He dwells in the depths of our soul. | love you all!

Article written by: Janice Bustamante (SOWERS)
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Our Parish

.
Baptism / Confirmation:

December 14 Yoshioka Hitomi Chloe
Tsui Lap Yan Teo
C. De Vera Eliana
Lo Shu Ling Millie
December 26 Cayabyab, Ralph Adriane Leyso

Marriage / Convalidation:

December 14 Estephen M. De Vera & Cheung Lai Ching
December 30 Chan Pak Shu & Chen Yini
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BIBLE VERSES

When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly
with great joy. (Mt 2:10)
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Parishioners are welcome to submit articles for the church newsletter.
Please take note of the following guidelines:

1) Theme for Feb: A Journey of Hope and Renewal This Ash Wednesday
2) Word limit: Not more than 650 words

3) Form: Word file

4) Photo: 1-3 pictures only, with a maximum size of 3.5MB

5) Deadline Jan, 09, 2025

6) Email: Please submit the article to stiosephs.hk@gmail.com

with the subject line 'Article for February 2025.'

7) All rights are reserved by the church, including the selection of articles, photos,
and any necessary adjustments.
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Funeral / Memorial Mass:

December 16 Way Ka Chai John December 27 Chan Sui Ping Winnie

December 20 Leung Kar Mun December 30 Wu Yu Cheng Anna

December 21 Yip Sau Hing Teresa January 04 Roger Ng Ka Keung
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